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“Anyone who has ever spent the
rent on a pair of impossibly high
stilettos, has bought shoes that
don’t fit, or owns shoes they have
never worn, will want to get their
hands on this beautiful coffeetable tome” The Times Magazine
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Shoes
A history from sandals to sneakers
edited by Giorgio Riello and Peter McNeil

“At last a work that
deals not only with the
history of footwear,
but also with its
cultural significance”
MANOLO BLAHNIK

“Charting their history, Shoes: A
History from Sandals to Sneakers
takes a peak at some of the best.
Stilettos, wellies, sneakers and boots
– they’re all included and put in their
cultural, historical, political and
social contexts” Dazed and Confused
“All [the contributors] are engagingly
passionate about their particular
footwear niche ... Hardly a stone is left
unturned – or unillustrated” The Times
“Lavishly illustrated, and the pages of
text are colour-coordinated with the
pics, as good accessories should be”
The Evening Standard

What do your shoes say about you?
Shoes are now much more than just things to walk
in. From kids on the block to models on the catwalk,
we use them to signal how fashionable we are.
But, beyond style, this most intimate object
communicates much more … our sexual desires,
aesthetic sense, social status and personality. And,
before they became supreme objects of desire,
shoes had a history. From ancient times to the
present, shoes have had a cultural as well as a
practical purpose.
Within these pages is pretty much everything you
ever wanted to know about shoes – the tiny crushing
shoes of China, the infamous chopine with its
23-inch heel, how dandies made men’s shoes
beautiful in the eighteenth century, and how the
powers of conservatism made them dull again, war
and the Wellington boot, sex and the high heel, the
codes of the “gay shoe,” shoes in fairytales and in
art, the irresistible rise of the sneaker, and the cult
of shoe designers.

